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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

I. -8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A method for receiving a program by a user location that is 
sent from a remote provider, the method comprising steps of: 

determining if any of a first segment of each of a plurality of programs sent from 
the remote provider are not already stored at the user location; 

recordin g at the user location any first segment of each of the plurality of 
programs that are not already stored at the user location, wherein determining if any first 
segment of the plurality of programs are not already stored at the user location and recording any 
first segment that is not already stored at the user location are performed before any user request 
for any of the plurality of programs; 

detecting the user request for one of the plurality of programs after storing the 
first segment of each of plurality of programs at the user location ; and 

recordin g at the user location a second segment of the one of the plurality of 
programs at the user location in response to the detecting step. 

10. (Original) The method for receiving the program by the user location that is sent 
from the remote provider as recited in claim 9, further comprising a step of recording any 
remaining segments of the one of the plurality of programs. 

I I . (Previously Presented) The method for receiving the program by the user location 
that is sent from the remote provider as recited in claim 9, wherein the first segment is sent on a 
first digital channel and the second segment is sent on a second digital channel. 
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12. (Original) The method for receiving the program by the user location that is sent 
from the remote provider as recited in claim 9, wherein the first segment and the second segment 
are on different transponders. 

13. (Original) The method for receiving the program by the user location that is sent 
from the remote provider as recited in claim 9, further comprising a step of playing the one of the 
plurality of programs. 

14. (Original) The method for receiving the program by the user location that is sent 
from the remote provider as recited in claim 9, wherein the detecting step comprises steps of: 

receiving a wireless request from a remote control; and 
processing the wireless request to determine a desired program. 

1 5 . (Previously Presented) The method for receiving the program by the user location 
that is sent from the remote provider as recited in claim 9, wherein the first listed recording step 
comprises a step of recording the first segment on a mass storage device associated with a set top 
box at the user location. 

16-18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A method for receiving a program by a user location that is 
sent from a content provider, the method comprising steps of: 

recordin g at the user location a first segment of all of a plurality of programs sent 
from the content provider [[at]] to the user location before any user request for the program; 

detecting the user request for a selected program of the plurality of programs after 
recording the first segment of all of the plurality of programs ; and 

recordin g at the user location a second segment of the selected program at the user 
location if the user request is detected before a stagger period expires, wherein the stagger period 
is less than a duration of the program. 
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20. (Original) The method for receiving the program by the user location that is sent 
from the content provider as recited in claim 19, wherein the detecting step comprises a step of 
detecting the user request for the program during the step of recording the first segment. 

21 . (Original) The method for receiving the program by the user location that is sent 
from the content provider as recited in claim 19, wherein the recording steps comprise a step of 
recording on a rotating disk at the user location. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the first segment of each 
of the plurality of programs is sent from the content provider once. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, wherein the first segment of each 
of the plurality of programs are sent from the content provider on the same channel. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein the second segment of 
the one of the plurality of programs is sent from the content provider more than once and on 
more than one channel. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19, wherein the first segment of each 
of the plurality of programs is sent from the content provider once. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25, wherein the first segment of each 
of the plurality of programs are sent from the content provider on the same channel. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the second segment of 
the selected program is sent from the content provider more than once and on more than one 
channel. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the second digital 
channel does not send the first segment. 
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29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28, wherein the first digital channel 
does not send the second segment. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the first segment is sent 
only once. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the first segment is sent 
via a first delivery mechanism and the second segment is sent via a second delivery mechanism. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the first delivery 
mechanism comprises a cable television network and the second delivery mechanism comprises 
a broadband network connection. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the user location 
comprises a residence of the user. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, further comprising determining 
the stagger period at the user location based on a linear schedule indicating a start time for the 
second segment on the second digital channel. 

Please add the following new claims: 

35. (New) The method of claim 9, wherein the user location comprises a residence of 
the user. 

36. (New) The method of claim 35, wherein the user location further comprises a Set 
Top Box (STB) at the residence of the user. 

37. (New) The method of claim 19, wherein the user location comprises a residence 
of the user. 
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38. (New) The method of claim 19, wherein the user location comprises a Set Top 
Box (STB). 
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